Willow City Loop Ride September 29, 2007

Greetings all,

At 8:00  Saturday morning, September 29, 2007 seventeen Research Riders on sixteen bikes met at the Valero station in Helotes for a 200+ mile ride to the Willow City Loop northeast of Fredericksburg, Texas.  The first leg of the trip led us out Bandera Road to Scenic Loop to Boerne, Texas and breakfast at the Cavern Inn and Restaurant.  The folks at the Inn did a first class job of seating us in a back dinning room all to ourselves.  Maybe they thought we might get a little rowdy?!?!?!  The food was great and the service excellent!!!  An eighteenth rider met us there, Milton “Rev” James hooked up with us there for the rest of the ride.

After breakfast we headed north out of Boerne on FM 474 to Kendalia via FM 473.  In Kendalia we picked up the beautiful Crabapple Lane and Old Blanco Road for a slow and scenic ride into Blanco.  Lots of twists, turns, and couple of spots where one could catch a little “air” if not careful.  Or, maybe if one was careful one could catch a little air…..  A stop in Blanco for gas, a quick drink, a little socializing, a leg stretch, and we were on our way north for the next leg.  Two riders departed the group at this point, fifteen bikes continued on.

We headed west on FM 1623 out of Blanco, swinging north past Albert to the town of Stonewall on US 290.  We crossed 290, and continued north on 1623 to pick up FM 2721.  From there we zigzagged our way north to FM 1323 which led us into the thriving (?) town of Willow City where we picked up the much publicized Willow City Loop.  The Loop is thirteen miles of narrow road through private property ranch land.  Numerous cattle guard crossings, twists, turns, and cattle on the road kept the speeds to a very moderate level.  No air on this stretch….   The scenery on the entire ride was great, but some spots on the Loop were incredible.  The end of the Loop deposited us back onto Highway 16 south into Fredericksburg.

Entering Fredericksburg, it was time for another stop.  About a thirty minute break for gas, water, and other “necessities” and we were on our way again.  Next destination, the Old Train Tunnel Wildlife Management Area via US 290 east out of Fredericksburg to the Old Train Tunnel Road.  A wonderful little café by the train tunnel, The Alamo Springs Café, served up a great lunch.  No one seemed too interested in walking down to look in the train tunnel at sleeping bats so we skipped that and spent a little more time chatting and relaxing over lunch. Next stop on the agenda was the town of Camp Verde and the Camp Verde General Store.  Five more riders decided to jump off at this point and head back to town so ten bikes continued on to Camp Verde.  However, Michelle Mullin and her daughter drove up after a church function, met us for lunch, and followed along in their car for the rest of the trip.

The Camp Verde General Store is a wonderful place to kick back and relax for a few minutes.  An incredible collection of wind chimes, sun catchers, soaps, candles, figurines, a room dedicated to Harley paraphernalia, etc, etc, etc (you get the idea) made for fun browsing. Also, at this stop, we held two door prize drawings.  Our president, Mark Griffin, supplied one of the gifts, a dinner for one courtesy of the U.S. Army.  One Meal Ready to Eat (MRE), Chicken Tetrazinni (sp?), was won by Milt James.  He actually seemed excited about it…….hmmmm….  The second prize to be drawn for was an MP-3 player courtesy of Jon Matthews and the SWRCFCU.  Senior Ride Captain, Scott Mullin took the prize.  Although, his wife, Michelle, and daughter, Elena, were present and I think Elena was looking at it covetously…..don’t know if he held on to it for very long….  This was the last “official” stop on the route. However, nine bikes continued on to Bandera and the 11th Street Bar for a little more “socializing”.  And, I think, to postpone the final run home.

On a personal note, I would like to thank (sort of in order of their seating arrangement around the breakfast table) the following people for coming along and making this our best ride turnout yet.  I enjoyed it tremendously, thank you all very much!!! There were some new faces on this ride and I seriously hope they return for the next ride.  Nothing like riding with old friends, making new friends, and seeing some great country!!!!  Let’s do it again…….

Thanks to:

Greg Rawson

Lorenzo Barrientes

James Galloway

Shane Aaron

Pat McGuire

Debbie McGuire

Dean Davis

Tom Scheller

Jon Matthews

Craig Gibson

Pete McKeighan

Joe Stateson

Scott Mullin

Michelle Mullin and her daughter, Elena

Tina Clay

Michelle Griffin

Mark Griffin

Milt James

Until next time, ride safe.

Art

PS:  Santa Claus also signed the roster during breakfast but I never actually saw him….must have left the restaurant before the rest of us.
